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That the Chaplain of the Senate be respectfully requested hereafter to pray to and supplicate Almighty God in our behalf, and

not to lecture Him.
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Nor under the form of prayer, to lecture the Senate in relation to questions before the body.
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The practice of opening sessions of Congress with prayer has continued without interruption for almost 200 years ever since
the First Congress drafted the First Amendment, and a similar practice has been followed for more than a century in Nebraska
and many other states. While historical patterns, standing alone, cannot justify contemporary violations of constitutional
guarantees, historical evidence in the context of this case sheds light not only on what the drafters of the First Amendment
intended the Establishment Clause to mean but also on how they thought that Clause applied to the chaplaincy practice

authorized by the First Congress.

Ome WIESHANANURIMAUENIANARAK « A+ RN A NERBR—2N XUV D&
O | ERURIHOME | #WEKLQLQN KD wANANERNPREOW 2 L3 Q%o s d2°

In applying the First Amendment to the states through the Fourteenth Amendment, it would be incongruous to interpret the

Clause as imposing more stringent First Amendment limits on the states than the draftsmen imposed on the Federal

Government,
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In light of the history, there can be no doubt that the practice of opening legislative sessions with prayer has become part of

the fabric of our society.
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f4=® part of the fabric of our society:----+ WO AUAONT 2 S DR OB

PRI A RN

To invoke divine guidance on a public body entrusted with making the laws is not, in these circumstances, a violation of the

Establishment Clapse-«---
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BORW 20 QU +° WOl Qg

it is simply a tolerable acknowledgment of beliefs widely held among the people of this country.
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The opening of sessions of legislative and other deliberative public bodies with prayer is deeply embedded in the history and

tradition of this country.
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God save the United States and this Honorable Court.
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SRR o] — SRR VB S S

AP0 OB WML AN K REQIRGIN B SITHA N MO8t 404 0 S QEEIG N
RNEIE - SR ORI

the facts that a clergyman of only one denomination has been selected by the Nebraska Legislature for 16 years

NSRRI R

that the chaplain is paid at public expense

MR R Re

that the prayers are in the Judeo-Christian tradition
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